
Supreme Scratch 

2005 National Convention in Cleveland, OH 

August 10, 2005 

 

At approximately 0800 hours, the nits and crawlers started the interesting procedure of becoming a flea.  We 

had a welcomed surprise at 0845 hours; the dogs going for their pedigree came through the FLEA HOUSE to 

go through the de-fleaing process by our Harem’s “Ugly Sister”. 

 

Smart Flea, Merveena Wing asked that all please bear with her as she explained about the new flea handbook 

that was made.  It has the Scratch procedure, list of Past Fleas of the year, Past Big Fleas listing and etc.  Smart 

Flea requested that Madame Big Flea tryout the new book for this Scratch.  Madame Big Flea Gloria agreed to 

do so. 

 

After being serenaded by the nits and crawlers, Madame Big Flea, Gloria Lutz brought the scratch to order to 

take care of the business at hand.  Holy Flea, Inda Adams was requested to come forward, open the bible and 

read the opening prayer.  Madame Big Flea proceeded to give the oath of obligation to all the nits and crawlers 

accepting them into the National Hide. 

 

Medium Flea, Jean Lent and Little Flea, Sadie Smiley read their parts (and may I say that Sadie did a good job 

without her glasses)… 

 

Madame Big Flea recognized all the Past Big Fleas present in the room. 

 

Before roll call, Scratchy Flea paid $10.00 for her and $10.00 for Madame Big Flea so no one in the room 

would fine them and also leave them alone so they could do their required jobs… 

 

Roll Call was taken by Scratchy Flea Tracey Killinger. 

 

Big Flea – Gloria Lutz (Present)    Medium Flea – Jean Lent (Present) 

Little Flea – Sadie Smiley (Present)    Smart Flea – Merveena Wing (Present) 

Scrappy Flea – Alice Blackford (Present)   Holy Flea – Inda Adams (Present) 

Police Flea – Karen Washabaugh (Present)   Studious Flea – Barbara Nobile (Present) 

Waggy Flea – Mary Pitts (Present)    No Name Flea – Sandra Knox (Absent) 

Trusty Flea 1 – Janet Voltaggio (Present)   Trusty Flea 2 – Darlene Graham (Present) 

Trusty Flea 3 – Ruth Moyse (Present)   Scratchy Flea – Tracey Killinger (Present) 

Ships Store – Marie Williams (Excused) 

 

Minutes – Minutes of the 2004 Scratch in Texas were read and approved with one correct and that was to delete 

the sentence concerning the flea of the year plaques to Lois Box/Gloria Howard. 

 

All the fleas were jabbering and walking around not paying attention to our exalted ruler, Madame Big Flea, so 

she fined everyone $.25 for being disrespectful. 

 

Someone had noticed that our Flea Banner was being used as the alter cloth for the scratch.  The pole needs to 

be found and returned to its original planned usage as our Banner… 

 

Committee reports:  (I didn’t know we had any committees!!!!) 

 

Bills:  Past Big Flea Cynthia Marshall presented a bill for the Plaques, which I think I’ll pay shortly after I get 

home…  Plaques were presented to Merveena Wing, Gloria Howard, Shirley Keyes and Cindy Marshall.  Jean 

Creedon’s will be mailed.  This year’s Flea of the year plaque will be presented at the Devil Dog/Flea luncheon 

tomorrow. 



 

Merveena Wing (Smart Flea) went up to the microphone and discussed the new flea handbook.  There are still 

some errors that need corrected.  We all agreed that this should be correct and printed up and brought to the 

2006 Scratch in Quincy, MA. 

 

We took in 36 new fleas along with “de-fleaing” around 150 Devil Dogs.  Through all the efforts of the new 

initiates, dues, applications fees, donations, flea-bit stickers, fines and passport stamps and the check from 

Marie Williams, we have raised this year, $3,168.81.  The money that was raised by Ship Store purchases came 

to $1,235.25. 

 

After all the “BS” business, Madame Big Flea asked the Scratchy Flea how good our finances were and how 

much money could be donated.  Her reply was “I don’t know, around $3,000.”  After hearing what the total 

money was that we raised, Gloria Howard made a motion to donate $3,000, seconded by Clementina Cardow.  

All agreed!  Then the race was on… all kinds of fleas came running out of the woodwork to the microphone 

with names of places to donate and the amounts.  Madame Big Flea requested that Gloria amend her motion to 

more like $3,400 due to the amount of fleas in line.  Clem agreed to amend her second.  Below are the places 

we will be donating to this year.  (These checks will be mailed shortly!!!) 

 

  Ronald McDonald House, Norfolk VA $100.00 

Leatherneck Foundation   $600.00 

  Marine Corps League Foundation   $400.00 (Scholarship Fund) 

  Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation   $100.00 

  MCLA Memorial Fund   $300.00 

  Pancreatic Cancer Research   $200.00 (Honor of John Moyse) 

  Shriner’s Children’s Hospital   $200.00 (Memory of Lucille Fithan) 

  St. Jude’s Hospital    $100.00 

  Dept of NJ Scholarship Fund   $200.00 (memory of Phil Nobile) 

  Operation Little Angels   $300.00 

  Nat’l Alliance of Mentally Ill (NAMI) $200.00 

  Marines Helping Marines   $200.00 

  Mystena Gravis    $100.00 

  Fallen Heroes in Cleveland   $200.00 

  Haley Veterans Hospital   $100.00 

 

Announcements:  We had two prize winners, Ramona Kaczmarczyk won the prize for being the closest on 

pinning the bone on the “DOG” and Alice Compton had the closest count on the doggie treats. 

 

Madame Big Flea looked around the room and Marilyn Loeven had disappeared into thin air and obviously she 

didn’t request Madame Big Flea’s permission to leave, so next flea scratch, Bea Georgopolus (Spelling sorry 

Bea!) has an “open season” on Marilyn for fines!  Look out Marilyn maybe you’ll be giving $10.00 up front on 

this one…. 

 

Throughout different times during the Scratch, Madame Big Flea handed out three Honorary Flea cards.  They 

went to “Raylee” Wilkowski, “Donna Mae” Garland, and “Ernestine” Lutz. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We moved on to the election and installation of the new officers for 2006 year.  Below is the slate of officers for 

the 2006 National Flea Hide. 

 

Big Flea – Jean Lent      Medium Flea – Sadie Smiley 

Little Flea – Merveena Wing     Smart Flea – Alice Blackford 

Scrappy Flea – Inda Adams     Holy Flea – Karen Washabaugh 

Police Flea – Barbara Nobile     Studious Flea – Mary Pitts 

Waggy Flea – Janet Voltaggio    No Name Flea – Darlene Graham 

Trusty Flea #1 – Ruth Moyse     Trusty Flea #2 – Rosemary Foster 

Trusty Flea #3 – Lois Payne     Scratchy Flea – Tracey Killinger 

Shopper Flea – Marie Williams (Renamed was Ship Store) 

 

Madame Big Flea, Gloria Lutz installed the new officers and the Scratch was then turned over to the NEW BIG 

FLEA, Jean Lent.  The Holy Flea closed the Bible and we all sang the Flea Song.  The Scratch was closed to 

reopen Wednesday morning, during the 2006 MCL/MCLA convention in Quincy, MA. 

 

 

        
       Tracey G. Killinger 

       National Scratchy Flea 

 

 

 

 

 

   


